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(Lincoln's  favorite  hymn,  selected  on  the  testimony  of    the 
late  John  Hay,  one  of  Lincoln's  biographers.) 

Father!  what  e'er  of  earthly  bliss 
Thy  sovereign  will  denies 
Accepted  at  thy  throne  of  grace 
Let  this  petition  rise: — 

Give  me  a  calm,  a  thankful  heart, 
From  ev'ry  murmur  free : 
The  blessings  of  thy  grace  impart, 
And  make  me  live  to  Thee. 

Let  the  sweet  hope  that  thou  art  mine 
My  life  and   death  attend; 
Thy  presence  thro'  my  journey  shine. 
And  crown  my  journey's  end. 

#rripturp — ®I|p  ^ear  of  3lwbilpp 

Supt. :  Ye  shall  hallow  the  fiftieth  year  and  proclaim  liberty 
throughout  the  land  unto  all  the  inhabitants  thereof. 

School :      //  shall  be  a  jubilee  unto  i;ou. 

Supt.:  Is  not  this  the  fast  I  have  chosen?  To  loose  the 
bonds  of  wickedness,  to  undo  the  bands  of  the  yoke 
and  to  let  the  oppressed  go  free. 

School :  Is  it  not  to  deal  thy  bread  to  the  hungry^  and  that  thou 
bring  the  poor  that  are  cast  out  to  th^  house  ? 

Supt. :  Then  shall  thy  light  break  forth  as  the  morning,  and 
thy  healing  shall  spring  forth  speedily. 

School :  And  thy  righteousness  shall  go  before  thee;  the  glory  of  the 
Lord  shall  be  thy  rearward. 
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Instruction    Sheet    and     Speakers      Parts 

FOR 

nf   jEmaitripattDtt 

jA     Lincoln     Day     Exercise     for 

Ine    American    Missionary     Association 

EDITOR'S   NOTE 

This  is  not  a  show,  but  a  solemn  presentation  of  one  of  our  greatest  national 
problems.  It  is  said  that  eighty  per  cent,  of  what  we  rememl)er  comes  throutih  the  eye. 
To  convince  people  that  there  is  still  the  freeing  of  a  race  from  the  chains  of  igno- 
rance and  sin,  which  requires  a  sacrifice  in  degree  though  not  in  kind  similar  to  the 
sacrifice  which  freed  the  body  from  chains,  justifies  this  parable  in  act.  Those  who 
take  part  in  it  should  feel  that  they  are  telling  a  truth  and  preaching  a  sermon  that 
may  remain  in  the  minds  of  some  as  long  as  life  lasts.  It  is  not  the  length  of  time 
of  a  performance,  but  the  intensity  of  the  message  which  counts.  Three  young  men 
and  one  lady  are  required.  The  brief  parts  must  be  thoroughly  learned  to  accom- 
plish the  desired  effect.     One  rehearsal  is  required. 

\\  here  for  any  reason  it  is  impossible  to  put  this  message  in  dramatic  form,  let 
the  "Instruction  Sheet"  be  given  to  one  who  can  take  its  points  and  make  a  vivid 
talk  of  a  few  minutes  on  "From  Threefold  Bondage  to  Threefold  Freedom."  It  is 
vitally  important  for  our  "composite  democracy"  that  the  growing  generation  should 
see  that  freedom  for  the  body  of  the  black  man  may  mean  disaster  for  the  nation 
and  degradation  for  his  soul,  unless  he  is  also  freed  from  ignorance  and  from  sin. 
Like  learning,  a  little  freedom  is  a  dangerous  thing.  — 

DIRECTIONS 

There  should  be  on  the  platform  at  the  left  a  chair  and  a  small  table  with  pen  and 
ink  on  it:  at  the  right  a  kindergarten  chair.  At  the  back  of  the  platform  there  should 
be  as  large  an  American  flag  as  is  available. 

THE  SLAVE.  The  one  who  takes  the  part  of  the  slave  should  be  impressed 
with  the  seriousness  of  his  task  and  the  pathetic  condition  which  he  represents.  He 
may  well  be  one  whom  the  scholars  will  not  easily  recognize.  If  his  face  and  hands 
can  be  darkened,  it  will  deepen  the  impression.  This,  however,  is  not  necessary  to 
carry  the  parabolic  teaching.  An  old  pair  of  overalls,  a  blue  shirt  or  a  tattered  coat, 
and  a  bandanna  handkerchief  about  his  neck  will  add  to  the  effect.  About  his  wrists 
there  should  'be  a  chain  of  links  made  of  black  paper  cut  in  one-fourtli-inch 
strips.     Over  his  eyes  should  be  pinned  a  bandage  with  the  word  "Ignorance"  firmly 


fastened  on  it.  It  should  be  placed  over  his  eyes  in  such  a  way  that  he  can  see  the 
floor  at  his  feet.  Over  his  heart  should  be  tied  with  a  heavy  cord  a  white  paper  heart 
with  the  word  "Sin"  glued  on  it.  The  cord  should  pass  around  the  body  over  the 
heart  several  times.  Black  paper  for  the  chains  and  the  words  "Ignorance"  and 
"Sin"  printed  in  bold  type. 

LINCOLN.  The  one  representing  Lincoln  should  have  in  his  hand  a  roll  of 
legal  cap  paper  to  represent  the  Emancipation  Proclamation,  on  which  should  be 
written  the  quotation  noted  in  the  part.  If  additional  costume  is  desired,  a  long  coat, 
a  silk  hat,  and  a  large  shawl  may  be  used. 

THE  YOUNG  MAN  AND  THE  YOUNG  WOMAN,  representing  respectively 
the  pastors  and  the  teachers  of  Negroes,  need  no  special  costume.  The  pastor  should 
carry  his  Bible  and  the  teacher  a  spelling  book. 

THE  MUSIC.  There  should  be  no  interludes.  A  chord  is  sufficient  to  start 
"America."  During  the  singing  of  the  first  verse  of  the  "Battle  Hymn  of  the  Re- 
public," the  participants  should  reach  the  platform.  Lincoln  enters  with  head  bowed 
and  hands  behind  his  back  holding  the  proclamation.  He  sits  down  at  the  table, 
upon  which  he  places  his  hat.  He  throws  his  shawl  over  the  back  of  the  chair. 
He  opens  the  proclamation  and  reads  with  much  earnestness.  The  slave  crouches  in 
the  middle  of  the  platform.  The  pastor  stands  a  little  back  between  Lincoln  and 
the  slave.     The  teacher  a  little  back  on  the  other  side  of  the  slave. 

Parabolic  Presentation  of  the  Work  of  the  A.  M.  A. 

"Mine  eyes  have  seen  the  glory  of  the  coming  of  the  Lord ; 
He  is  trampling  out  the  vintage  where  the  grapes  of  wrath  are  stored; 
He  has  loosed  the  fateful  lightning  of  His  terrible  swift  sword: 
His  day  is  marching  on. 

Chorus:     Glory,  glory,  hallelujah; 
His  day  is  marching  on. 

(Sung  by  audience  as  printed  on  the  program.) 

(As  soon  as  the  chorus  ceases  the  Slaz'e  clasps  his  shackelcd  hands  and  says,  still 
crouching  down)  : 

"I  am  the  slave  of  fifty  years  ago,  bound  in  body,  mind,  and  heart.  My  body  is 
bound  in  chains,  my  mind  in  ignorance,  my  heart  in  sin.  These  chains  {lifts  his 
shackeled  hands)  were  forced  upon  my  parents  in  Africa.  Against  my  will  I  was 
brought  to  this  land — a  land  of  freedom  for  all  whose  faces  were  not  black.  I  could 
not  help  my  black  skin,  and  I  was  sold,  sometimes  with  my  parents,  sometimes  away 
from  them ;  but  I  was  sold,  sold,  sold. 

"  'This  world  is  not  my  home. 
This  world  is  not  my  home ; 
This  world's  a  howling  wilderness, 
This  world  is  not  my  home.' " 
(Sinks  back  in  despair.) 

Then  LINCOLN,  still  seated,  says  thoughtfully: 

"I  am  now  the  President  of  the  United  States.  Thirty  years  ago  in  New 
Orleans  I  saw  slaves  being  sold  from  the  block.  My  spirit  of  justice  boiled  within 
me,  and  I  vowed  if  ever  I  got  a  chance  to  hit  that  thing  I'd  hit  it  hard.     My  chance 


has  come.  (Takes  the  pen  and  reads  from  the  Produmat'wn  before  him,  'By  virtue 
of  the  power  and  for  the  purpose  aforesaid.  J  do  order  and  declare  tliat  all  persons 
held  as  slaz'cs  ii'i,7i/;(  said  designated  states  and  parts  of  states  are  and  henceforward 
shall  be  free.'    He  then  signs  his  name.) 

"If  my  name  ever  gets  into  history,  it  will  be  for  this  act  of  emancipation,  and 
my  whole  soul  is  in^  it.  (Rising)  Upon  this  act,  sincerely  believed  to  be  an  act  of 
justice,  warranted  by  the  Constitution  upon  military  necessity,  I  invoke  the  consid- 
erate judgment  of  mankind  and  the  gracious  favor  of  Almighty  God.  (He  turns 
toward  the  slave,  who  holds  up  his  sliackeled  hands.)  With  this  proclamation,  in 
the  name  of  God,  I  break  the  chains  which  bind  your  hands  and  feet."  (He  brealcs 
the  chains  from  the  outstretched  arms  with  the  proclamation,  which  he  has  rolled  up. 
The  Slave  turns  his  bandaged  eyes  upward  and  rises  on  to  one  knee.  He  clasps  Lin- 
coln's left  hand  icith  both  of  his,  placing  his  forehead  on  his  hands.) 

Then  the  TEACHER  steps  forward,  and  standing  a  little  in  front  and  to  the 
right  of  the  Slave,  says  to  the  audience : 

"I  represent  thousands  of  A.  M.  A.  teachers  of  Negroes.  For  fifty  years 
we  have  followed  One  'Who.  desnised  and  rejected  of  men,'  was  a  'man  of  sorrows 
and  acquainted  with  grief.'  Despised  and  rejected  by  those  of  our  own  color,  we 
have  shared  the  sorrows  of  ignorance  and  the  griefs  of  sin.  To  the  ignorant  we 
brought  the  spelling  book.  (Turning  to  the  Slave)  In  the  spirit  of  Him  Who  said. 
'Ye  shall  know  the  truth,  and  the  truth  shall  make  you  free.'  I  remove  this  bondage 
of  ignorance."  She  removes  the  bandage  marked  "Ignorance."  As  Lincoln  re- 
turns to  his  seat,  the  Teacher  gives  the  Slave  the  spelling  book  and  sits  down  on  the 
kindergarten  choir  to  point  out  the  letters.  The  Pastor  comes  forward,  and  placing 
his  Bible  on  the  stand,  says  to  the  audience)  : 

"I  represent  pastors  and  preachers  who  have  taken  a  gospel  of  right  living  and 
Christian  manhood  into  the  jungles  of  ignorance  and  the  places  of  sin.  (To  the 
Slave)  To  be  free  in  body  is  much,  to  be  free  in  mind  is  more;  but  even  these  avail 
little  unless  you  are  free  from  the  power  of  sin.  'If,  therefore,  the  Son  shall  make 
you  free,  ye  shall  be  free  indeed.'  I  loose  these  fetters  of  sin."  (Stoops,  and  so 
loosens  the  cords  that  they  drop  down  with  the  heart  marked  "Sin.")  "In  the  name 
of  Jesus  Christ  I  say  unto  thee,  arise."  (He  gives  his  hand  to  the  Slave  and  helps 
him  to  his  feet.  Lincoln  and  the  Teacher  remain  seated,  zi'hilc  the  audience  sings  the 
second  stanza  of  the  "Battle  Hymn  of  the  Republic,"  as  printed  on  the  progratn.) 

Chorus:     Glory,  glory,  hallelujah; 

His    Word    is    marching   on. 

During  the  singing  of  the  chorus  the  participants  withdraw.  The  Superintendent 
now  asks  that  all  turn  to  the  program  and  continue  reading  responsively  "Lincoln's 
Unfinished  Work." 

Offertory  Statement  by  the  Superintendent  or  Pastor 

For  sixty-six  years  this  Association  has  worked  under  the  tiag.  with  the  flag. 
and  for  the  flag.  The  A.  M.  A.  field  includes  all  the  needy  and  dependent  races  in 
our  country.  It  works  among  the  Negroes,  the  Mountaineers,  the  Indians,  the  Es- 
kimos, the  Orientals,  and  the  Islanders.  Their  enlightenment  and  education  is  a 
patriotic  duty. 

The  Association  was  organized  by  "the  friends  of  Bible  Missions"  as  "a  protest 
against  the  sin  of  caste  and  the  curse  of  slavery."  The  Bible  has  always  been  the 
source  of  its  power.      After  the  emancipation  of  the  slaves,  the  Association  rapidly 


extended  its  work  in  the  South,  where  it  preached  the  gospel  of  Christian  love  and 
reconciliation,  and  opened  schools,  colleges,  churches,  and  missions.  It  adopted 
every  means  of  human  uplift.  Much  attention  has  always  been  given  to  Industrial, 
Agricultural,  and  Home-maker's  training,  so  that  the  boys  and  girls  in  these  schools 
may  be  fitted  for  the  duties  of  citizenship  and  life. 

God  has  raised  up  friends  to  help  this  patriotic  and  missionary  enterprise.  But 
these  teachers  and  pastors  cannot  continue  their  work  in  this  Year  of  Jubilee  unless 
we  listen  to  God's  voice  as  it  speaks  to  us  through  such  facts  as  have  been  shown  to 
us  to-day.  Nearly  sixteen  thousand  boys  and  girls  in  three  hundred  schools, 
cliurches  and  missions  wait  for  us  to  take  from  their  eyes  bandages  of  ignorance,  and 
from  their  hearts  the  fetters  of  sin. 

Let  us  now  show  our  love  of  country  and  our  loyalty  to  the  Saviour  by  making 
a  contribution,  or  writing  a  pledge  to  help  the  American  Missionary  Association 
extend  "liberty  and  justice  for  all"  that  "this  nation  shall,  under  God,  have  a  new 
birth  of  freedom." 

Notes 

This  service  has  been  timed,  and,  if  properly  prepared,  it  will  take  less  than 
twenty  minutes.  It  is  suggested  that  it  take  the  place  of  the  usual  opening  service 
of  the  Sunday  School  on  Lincoln   Memorial   Sunday. 

If  only  ten  minutes  is  available,  the  "Parabolic  Presentation  of  the  Work  of  the 
A.  M.  A."  may  be  used  alone  with  telling  effect. 

Where  this  program  is  prepared  with  some  care  for  the  Sunday  School,  it  may 
with  much  propriety  be  repeated  in  one  of  the  church  services  as  the  prelude  to  a 
patriotic  address  on  some  such  subject  as  "Lincoln,  the  Emancipator"  or  "An  Unfin- 
ished Task."  Material  for  an  address  will  be  freely  furnished  by  any  of  the  A.  M.  A. 
offices.  Programs  sufficient  to  supply  those  present  at  any  service  where  an  A.  M.  A. 
offering  is  received  will  be  sent  upon  application. 

Central  Office: 
287   Fourth  Ave.,  New  York. 

Eastern  District:  Western  District:  Pacific  District: 

615  Congregational  House,  19  South  La  Salle  Street,  21  Brenham    Place, 

Boston,  Mass.  Chicago,  111.  San  Francisco,  Cal. 
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Supt. :        Jesus  answered  them,  Verily,  verily,  I  say  unto  you, 
everyone  that  committeth  sin  is  the  bond  servant  of 


School :     If,   therefore,   the  Son  shall  make    you  free,    ye    shall  be 
free  indeed. 

grayer 

iyymn:    "laltU  %mn  of  %  Rppublir" 

(All  are  asked  to  join  in  the  songs  printed  on  the  program 
without  announcement,  and  promptly.) 

Mine  eyes  have  seen  the  glory  of  the  coming  of  the  Lord; 
He  is  trampling  out  the  vintage  where  the  grapes  of  wrath  are  stored: 
He  has  loosed  the  fateful  lightning  of  His  terrible  swift  sword: 
His  day  is  marching  on. 

Chorus:     Glory,  Glory  Hallelujah 

His  day  is  marching  on. 
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Jparabnlir  HJrpBpntatiait  nf  %  Hark  nf  tl|p  A.  HI.  A. 

By  one  typifying  the  Slave's  condition  fifty  years  ago 
and  the  parts  taken  by 

President  Lincoln 

The  Teachers  of  the  Negro,  and 

The  Pastors  and  Preachers,  or 

Urtpf  (5alk: 

"iFrum  U/brrpfnlb  iBnuiiarir  tn  Ollirrrfnlli  ilFr^r^om" 

In  the  beauty  of  the  lilies,  Christ  was  born  across  the  sea. 
With  a  glory  in  His  bosom  that  transfigures  you  and  me: 
As  He  died  to  make  men  holy  let  us  die  to  make  men  fiee: 
His  Word  is  marching  on. 

Chorus:     Glory,  Glory  Hallelujah 

His  Word  is  marching  on. 

Elfallculli ^^ 
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American  Missionary  Association 

287  Fourth  Ave.,  New  York. 

Eastern  District:  Western  District :  Pacific  District: 

615  Congregational  House,  19  South  La  Salle  Street,  21    Brenham  Place, 

Boston,  Mass.  Chicago,  111.  San  Francisco,  Cal. 


IGittrtiln^s  lnfinifil|rli  Hork 

Supt. :  What  did  Lincoln  say  of  the  soldiers  who  freed  the 
bodies  of  the  slaves? 

School :  The  world  will  little  note,  nor  long  remember  what  we  sa^ 
here;  hut  it  can  never  forget  what  they  did  here. 

Supt  :  What  did  Lincoln  say  of  our  task  of  emancipating 
mind  and  heart  ? 

School :  It  is  for  us,  the  living,  rather  to  be  dedicated  here  to  the  un- 
finished Worl^  that  they  have  thus  far  so  nobly  carried  on. 

Supt. :  Let  us  then  solemnly  pledge  ourselves  to  our  country 
and  to  its  flag. 

(All  stand) 

School:  " I  pledge  allegiance  to  my  flag  and  the 
country  for  which  it  stands,  one  nation  in- 
divisible, with  liberty  and  justice  for  all." 

My  country  'tis  of  thee,  Our  father's  God  to  Thee 

Sweet  land  of  liberty.  Author  of  liberty. 

Of  thee  I  sing;  To  Thee  we  sing; 

Land  where  my  fathers  died.  Long  may  our  land  be  bright. 

Land  of  the  pilgrim's  pride  With  freedom's  holy  light, 

From  every  mountain  side,  Protect  us  by  thy  might, 

Let  freedom  ring.  Great  God  !    our  King. 

(Congregation  seated) 

©fffrtnru  ^tattutPttt  bg  t{}t  0it;irrititjnliptit  or  J^aator. 
(6atl|priit9  nf  pieiigps,  lEttuflnpps,  nr  ^oxps. 

This  offering  will  count  on  your  church  apportionment. 
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